
In 1983 I traveled with an internation-
al organization known as Up With Peo-
ple. As a group we put on a show in each 
city we traveled to, promoting peace and 
working together to bring the world a 
brighter future. We participated in com-
munity activities ind those cities and 
stayed with a host family in every city. 
We traveled to 26 states, Finland, Swe-
den, Norway and Denmark.  It was an 
experience I will remember forever.  

My fellow cast members came to be a 
family for me. The host families that I 
stayed with were a source of comfort and 
delight. I stayed with 96 families through-
out the year.  I knew a little about being a 
host family because growing up we were 
a host family for several different casts 
traveling through both Fort Smith, Ar-
kansas and Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 

As I began my journey, our first month 
was with one family during our staging 
in Tucson, Arizona. This family had nev-
er done anything like this before.  They 
opened their home to not one or two of 
us but three of us.  They had lived in Ar-

izona all their life and were a hard work-
ing family with humble means.  To let us 
in and love us and teach us about their 
life was such a joy for me.  I had never 
been away from home for any long peri-
od of time. The caring and the hospitality 
they showed us was immense.  It was like 
this throughout the year. Each family was 
different. They all welcomed us into their 
homes with “Open Minds, Open Hearts, 
and Open Arms.” I learned so much that 
year about love and family, about giving 
of yourself without expecting anything in 
return.   We all learned what it means to 
give of yourself to show hospitality to ev-

eryone and do it with a good heart!

Dear Heavenly Father,
We give thanks for the hos-
pitality you have shown us. 
The example your Son has set 
us high. Help us to show hos-
pitality to anyone we meet 
and let us follow his example 
and love everyone. In Jesus as 
Name we pray, Amen
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Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a 
multitude of sins.  Offer hospitality to one another without 
grumbling.  (1 Peter 4:8-9)


