
There has been much conversation in 

our country (and specifically Portage 

Co)  lately about our hospitable atti-

tude towards immigrants .  If the bible 

is our guiding moral compass on this is-

sue, it seems as though this has been a 

long-standing issue.  God’s wishes are 

clear. 

It can be fun to be hospitable to our neigh-

bors…having dinner parties, campfires, 

weddings,etc.  It can be stressful too! We 

make ourselves uncomfortable for a bit, 

in order to make our guests comfortable.  

It takes work to clean and cook, and mon-

ey to buy the food and drink.  But at the 

end of the night, memories are made and 

the stress of preparing feels well worth 

the effort.  

Have you ever stopped to consider what 

lengths you would go to, to be hospita-

ble? Would you break the law? Put your 

family at risk? I was recently in Harpers 

Ferry and was thinking about the risks 

people took to help strangers on the 

Underground RR.  There are examples 

throughout history of people risking their 

lives in order to save others.  But to what 

length are we willing to risk our liveli-

hood in order to be hospitable? What 

does God really ask us to do in those mo-

ments? For me I’ve not come face to face 

with that decision.  Yet.  But I can at least 

have hospitality towards ALL, and use 

my voice and vote to make those situa-

tions not illegal so that if I ever am faced 

with that choice, I can safely make the 

loving and kind, hospitable decision my 

loving God has taught me to do.

God of all nations and peoples, 
we thank you for clearly guid-
ing us to be hospitable towards 
others. Even when its hard,..even 
when it’s uncomfortable. You 
show us that kindness is never 
the wrong attitude. We know that 
you are beside us each time we 
make those hard decisions, and 
thank you for giving us the cour-
age to do what is right.  Amen.
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You are to have the same 
laws for the foreigner and 
the native born, I am the 
Lord Your god. 
(Leviticus 24:22 )


