
In Genesis 18:1-15, we find Abraham 

recovering from surgery, resting under 

the oaks of Mamre, when he spots three 

strangers approaching. Despite his pain, 

he leaps up, runs to greet them, and of-

fers them food, water, and a place to rest. 

Abraham’s actions remind us that hospi-

tality is a sacred act—one so important 

that he leaves his conversation with God 

to serve these strangers.

This story echoes a teaching shared by 

an 18th-century Rabbi named Schneur 

Zalman, who once stopped studying to 

soothe his crying grandson, reminding 

his son, “No matter how involved one is 

in an endeavor, however lofty it may be, 

one must never fail to hear and respond 

to the cry of a child in need.” True hospi-

tality often asks us to set aside our own 

plans to meet the needs of others.

This Advent season, we prepare to wel-

come the greatest “unexpected guest” of 

all: the baby Jesus.  Like others through-

out the biblical story, we are invited to 

open our hearts, homes, and lives to any 

who bear God’s image. Together we are 

called to welcome any who have need. 

Hebrews 13:2 reminds us, “Do not ne-

glect to show hospitality to strangers, for 

by doing so, some have entertained an-

gels unawares.” Are we ready?

What if, in this Advent season, we wel-

comed Christ not only in our prayers and 

songs but in every act of love we extend 

to others? Each time we share kindness, 

we open a door for Jesus to enter again. 

Let our Advent preparation be a practice 

of hospitality, readying our hearts for 

the one who comes to us, often quietly 

and unexpectedly, even in the face of a 

stranger. May we be ready to greet him 

with open minds, open hearts, and open 

arms. 

Holy One, open our hearts to wel-
come you in every person we meet. 
Help us to be ready to recognize 
you in the faces of strangers and 
friends alike. May our acts of kind-
ness prepare a place for Christ to 
dwell within each one of us. As we 
prepare to celebrate your coming, 
may our love, kindness, and hospital-
ity reflect your expansive and wel-
coming grace. Amen.
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