
At a Christmas dinner the guests 
were seated around a long fes-
tive table and identical packag-
es wrapped in red foil lay beside 
each plate. 

Some guests shook their pack-
age, a few checked out their 
neighbors, some opened their 
gift with excitement, taking it 
out of its wrapping for others to 
see and touch and admire. 

How like another Christmas 
night when God gave an iden-
tical gift to all men over 2000 
years ago. Some merely ob-
served it with curiosity, some 
only commented on it, but some 
received it with rejoicing and 
hurried to share it with others. 

This gift is still offered to each of 
us. We can set it aside for later, 
we can simply observe it as our 
neighbors gift,  or we can receive 
it with great joy and thereafter, 
thank God for the magnificence 
of his generosity. 

Dear Lord,
Let us greet the Advent season 
like a child, with the 
anticipation of joy. We know 
you have given us the only gift 
we truly need. In this time of 
preparation, let us seek ways 
to completely unwrap your 
gift so others can see it living 
in us.  Amen
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For unto you is born this day is a savior, which is Christ 
the Lord.  (Luke 2:11)


